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From the City & Region staff at The Boston Globe

Oysters on the half shell at a State House breakfast
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By Andrew Ryan, Globe Staff

Where does a continental breakfast mean oysters on the half shell? In the Great
Hall at the State House, of course, where lawmakers will be slurping shellfish with
their coffee this morning as part of a lobbying effort by the Massachusetts Ocean
Action Coalition.

"It's politicians," said Rob Moir, an organizer of Mass. Ocean Day. "They want
their oysters ... That tends to bring legislators down to the Great Hall."

And oysters are just breakfast. Lunch from Legal Seafood will include bite-size
lobster bits, cod cakes, clams, more oysters, and a bottomless pot of clam
chowder.

The event, which will also include a 45-foot inflatable right whale and a top
former staffer from the Clinton White House, is trying to build support for a bill
overhauling the management of the state's coastal waters. The Massachusetts
Ocean Act would establish a committee to increase communication between state
agencies and set up an advisory council to gather input from scientists, fisherman,
and others.

Speakers today will include Leon Panetta, a former chief of staff to President
Clinton, Ian Bowles, the state secretary of energy and environmental affairs, and
others. The bill, which has passed the Senate and is pending in the House, would
target wind farms, natural gas terminals, dredging projects, and other offshore
developments.

"We are not creating more government, and we are not creating more decision
makers," said Moir, the manager of the Massachusetts Ocean Action Coalition, of
the legislation. "We want to make better informed decisions."




